Childhood and Early Life
Madduri Annapoornaiah's grand father Madduri
Kodandarama Dikshitulu was a wealthy person who lived in the
village of Komarigiri which is a few miles from Pithapuram. He
was known for his generosity and acts of charity. It was his prin-
ciple to entertain guests at his house everyday at lunch time. No
hungryman ever left his home without a sumptuous lunch or din-
ner. Persons of all castes took advantage of his generous dispo-
sition. In fact he used to wait for guests before he had his own
meal. He actually followed the upanishidic injunction "Atithi
Devo Bhava" (Treat your guest as God)
The Maharaja of Pithapuram who was known for his princely
philanthropy came to know about him and wanted to test him.
He wondered how a person belonging to middle class Brahmin
family could entertain people to hospitality on such a liberal
scale. One day he paid a sudden visit to his house accompanied
by a hundred followers. All of them were disguised as pilgrims.
They asked him to serve them food. Dikshitulu received them
very politely and sent his men to bring four bags of rice urgently.
Within minitues food was cooked and all the guests were satis-
fied with the hospitality. The Maharaja of Pithapuram who was
himself known as " Abhinava Kama' appreciated his generosity
and presented him a few acres of Inam land. People of Kakinada
know that the Maharaja of Pithapuram himself gave properties
worth several lakhs of rupees as charity.
Satawadhani Challapilli Venkata Sastri made a reference to
Madduri Dikshitulu in his Kathalu- Gathalu (page 31) He wrote
"There lived in Komarigiri village a vedic scholar and great
philonthropist called Madduri Dikshitulu. I had the good for-
tune of visiting him in the company ol my guru. When Dikshitulu
became very old, I heard from reliable people that Maharaja of
Pithapuram appreciated his charitable disposition and decided
to honour him. Story goes that the Maharaja was in the bath-
room when Dikshitulu went to see him. On hearing about his